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Barbecues 

General Guidelines 

• Don't barbeque in an enclosed space, beneath a combustible roof or beneath low hanging trees and 
shrubs.  

• Keep all children and pets away from the hot barbeque and never leave it unattended either when in use 
or until it has cooled down to a safe temperature. 

• Keep the grill and, where fitted, the hood free of grease build-up and never put water on a fire - it will 
only cause the flames to flare 

• Enjoy yourself – but don’t drink too much if you are in charge of a barbecue 
• After cooking, make sure the barbecue is cool before trying to move it 

Propane/Gas Barbecues 
Before the first burger of the season hits the grill, make sure you've inspected and cleaned your propane or 
natural gas barbecue. 
  
When cooking follow these simple rules: 

• Remember to always open the lid and strike your match or barbeque lighter first, before turning on the 
gas 

• When you finish, turn the valve at the tank off first to allow the gas in the hose to be burned off, then 
turn off the burner controls. Make sure the unit is completely cool before covering it. 

• Always keep the valve on the tank turned off when the unit is not in use. 

Charcoal Barbecues 
Whether you are in the garden or out camping, follow these simple tips to barbecue safely and avoid injuries 
or damage to property from fire: 

• Remember to always open the lid and strike your match or barbeque lighter first, before turning on the 
gas 

• Make sure your barbecue site is flat and away from fences, trees and outbuildings 
• Use only enough charcoal to cover the base of the barbecue to a depth of approximately 5 centimetres (2 

inches) 
• Never use gasoline or paraffin to start or revive your barbecue – use only approved barbecue fire lighters 

or starter fuel on cold coals 
• Empty cold ashes onto bare soil and not into a bin 


